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Welcome to the GM Observer — the newsletter of the Agricultural Biotechnology Council (abc).
abc is the umbrella group of the agricultural biotechnology industry in the UK. Our goal is to provide factual information
about the agricultural use of GM technology in the UK.

MPs recognis e International Development role
for GM

In June, MPs debated the importance of food security in the
developing world. A number of MPs commented on the
scale of the problem of food security and the role GM crops
could play in solving this issue.

Conservative MP Geoffrey Clifton-Brown argued “as a
farmer, that they can play a significant and useful role in
boosting food output, particularly where there are difficult
agricultural conditions, such as drought or severe
pestilence.” Mr Clifton-Brown, along with the Chairman of
the International Development Committee, Malcolm Bruce
MP, also stressed the need for further research into
solutions to tackle the problem of food shortages.

To view the full transcript

German scientists angry over GM ban

In April, Germany's agriculture minister lise Aigner banned
the cultivation of a strain of genetically modified maize. The
ban triggered sharp criticism from German scientists.

In a joint statement, the German science organisations on
green genetic engineering exclaimed, “A complete rejection
of green genetic engineering would do lasting damage to
Germany as a location for research. Genetic engineering
techniques derived from molecular biology offer a unique
opportunity to develop more valuable, more
environmentally friendly, more productive cash crops in this
era of climate change”.

On June 30, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
issued their opinion on the registration renewal of this type
of GM maize having considered all the points raised by
member states and found it to be just as safe as other
types of maize.

Study shows biotech crops making important
contributions to sustainable farming

The latest annual study from PG Economics shows biotech
crops have delivered significant global economic and
environmental benefits and are making important
contributions to global food production & security.

The report shows that biotech crops have contributed to
significantly reducing the release of greenhouse gas
emissions from agricultural practices. This results from less
fuel use and additional soil carbon storage from reduced
tillage with biotech crops.

In 2007, this was equivalent to removing 14.2 billion kg of
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere or equal to removing
nearly 6.3 million cars from the road for one year.

Herbicide tolerant biotech crops have facilitated the
adoption of no/reduced tillage production systems in many
regions, especially South America. This has made
important contributions to reducing soil erosion and
improving soil moisture levels.

If GM technology had not been available to the (12 million)
farmers using the technology in 2007, maintaining global
production levels at the 2007 levels would have required
additional plantings of 5.9 million ha of soybeans, 3 million
ha of corn, 2.5 million ha of cotton and 0.3 million ha of
canola. This total area requirement is equivalent to about
6% of the arable land in the US, or 23% of the arable land
in Brazil.

To view the full report visit: www.pgeconomics.co.uk
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MPs express their support for GM in
unanimous vote in favour of new crops

On 16 June, a committee of MPs representing the three
main political parties voted to support the cultivation of two
new GM maize crops due to be discussed by the European
Council of Ministers.

Although only one GM crop has been approved for
cultivation in Europe in the last decade — a type of maize
resistant to the corn borer pest — these two other crops will
bring similar benefits to farmers in maize-growing areas of
southern Europe.

As a result of this unanimous decision by MPs, Britain is
expected to continue to vote in favour of cultivation at the
Council of Ministers. Environment Minister, Dan Norris MP,
said it was important to back crops on the basis of scientific
evidence.

"All GM products are properly assessed for their impact on
human health and the environment, and strict labelling rules
for GM products in food are in place to allow consumers to
make an informed choice," he said.

Public concern about GM crops falling
according to latest FSA data

In March, the Food Standards Agency published its latest
quarterly tracker survey of consumer views on a range of
food issues.

This survey found that ‘unprompted’ or spontaneous
concerns about GM foods had fallen from 7 per cent to 6
per cent since September 2008. It also pointed out that
concern about GM foods more generally had remained
“stable” over the last few waves.

Concerns around the price of food (previously the second
most important issue to consumers) have fallen from 10 per
cent to 8 percent in this period. The primary concerns for
consumers are food poising, followed by the amounts of
salt, sugar and fats in what they are eating.

For further information, click here
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UK Environment Secretary Declares, “We
Face a Crisis of Sustainability”

Hilary Benn MP, the UK Environment Secretary, visited the
US in May for meetings with Ban Ki-Moon and US
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. According to a DEFRA
statement, they discussed the topics of climate change
adaptation, food security, and the green economy.

He said, “these threats are real, they are immediate, and
they will affect us all. Environmental degradation is putting
an increasing strain on our natural resources, and it is both
a cause and an effect of climate change.”

To solve these global challenges, Benn highlighted the
need for a more sustainable and productive model for
agriculture, as well as more sustainable building practices,
transport, and energy production. The goal of reinvigorating
the agricultural sector, he continued, would have to be
accomplished through increased collaboration and
commitment from around the world:

“We need the world to come together to deal with water
scarcity, the damaging loss of biodiversity, and the
challenge of producing enough food. The World Food
Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organisation and
others, need to respond to crises and support the
investment that will secure supplies in the long-term.”
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